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EDITORIAL
THE WORLD BRAIN
Hebert George Wells (1866-1946) - British pioneer of science fiction literature, historian, biologist and social philosopher -
watched in a series of lectures between 1936 and 1938, delivered at The Royal Institution of Great Britain, an encyclopedia w ith
the possibility of creating a collective mind and will on a world scale, which he called The World Brain ("World's Brain"). Wells
prophesied that humanity would seek the real unification of the race through the creation of a central intellectual organism: a
brain of the world.
In his opinion, the assembling and distribution of knowledge in the world of his time was extremely inefficient, and some thinkers
foresaw that the most successful path to human intelligence would be found in the creation of a new planetary organ for the
collection, indexing , storage, dissemination and distribution of technical, scientific, artistic, cultural knowledge ... that pushes the
soul of the world into a whole - the dynamic memory of the whole civilization - to be accessible to each member of the human
race ... to each individual: a world encyclopedia, so compact in its storage but so gigantic in its scope and possible influence that
its use will be multiplied in special sections to connect all professionals and specialists in the diversity of human knowled ge, the
arts, the techniques, the History ... based on a series of summaries of what is really relevant to the continuous human
development. Such a body would be communicative, informative and educational, and its consequences were obvious: to make
humanity that, humanity; a single gender, the human; not a grouping of ethnic groups and nations, sects, churches and parties, in
many ways antagonistic and ancestral hatreds. Its creation would be the beginning of a new millennium to establish a world
society that would live in peace and prosperity under the same type of beliefs and interpretation of reality that will keep the race
united in intellectual unification with its spiritual consequence of reaching the noosphere: sphere of the spiritual as gover nment of
the world.
Serenely, Wells suspected, the world encyclopaedia will end discord among men insofar as it progressively but firmly deprives
them of particular and selfish beliefs and fanaticisms, usually false and full of myths, that influence both groups of indivi duals and
nations, to dissolve them into beliefs that will belong to all. Not the closed ones of nationalisms, racism, religions, ideologies ...
progenitors of all fanaticisms and intolerances; but rather, on the contrary, broad, open, questionable, without support for
comfortable beliefs; always tolerant and always ready to be replaced by reason with new knowledge. A world of free and open
ideas. In short, the world brain would be the greatest expression of the biological -socio-cultural-techno-scientific evolution of the
human race.
The reader who lives in the 21st century will have noticed right away that Wells prophesied the global web of the Internet, t wo
decades before they began their first projects with the ARPA ("Advance Research Project Agency") in 1957 and half a ce ntury
before it reached dimensions planetary.
That the web is radically changing our lives is a fact that we all feel and live on a daily basis. The whole planet has becom e a
village because on the Internet each human being is neighbor to any other and the current society is a society of knowledge. This
year of 2018, in which UNESCO and the UN commemorate the right to freedom of expression, the right to participate in scientif ic
progress and the benefits that result from the exchange of all kinds of publica tions on technoscience, art and culture. : the world
brain, it is worth saying, the Internet, is the main ally for respecting the right to freedom of expression and communication of
human knowledge.
Freedom of access to knowledge is the first victim of dictatorial regimes, such as the one that seeks to perpetuate itself in our
country; it was in Nazi Germany, fascist Italy and the communist USSR and China in the twentieth century; even the 21st centu ry
in the Islamic States, North Korea and Castro's Cuba. In these regimes, as in any other regime of a similar nature, the media are
totally controlled by the ruling class. The lie and concealment of the truth are congenital to their purpose of being; to hid e their
crimes, violations of human rights and boast of non-existent successes; and in our case, as a flag to hide the theft of public
property; they need communication hegemony so that they do not know about their corruption. The Socialism of the 21st Century ,
as they call the ideology of the dominant gang gangster of the chaotic madurist misrule, which is being accused of crimes against
humanity by The Hague (at the time we wrote this, by the UN itself in its Human Rights Commission) and seven member
countries that signed the Palermo Statute), has not been left behind and we see how Venezuelan TV and most of the print media
are being censored; but can they totally and permanently censor the Internet?
The print media, the radio, the cinema or the television, were easily controllable until the telematics, the com puter science and
the satellites changed the communications. Before the Internet, the Wells World Brain, dictatorships burned books; and a writ er
like Ray Bradbury, in 1953, published on this topic his best science fiction novel, Fahrenheit 451, in which a US society in which
books are banned; When it is discovered that someone owns a book and hides them, the firefighters come to the place, burn
them and imprison the owner; hence the title of the work, because at that temperature the paper burns; Bradbury's answer is that
man's love for freedom is eternal and he resorts to organizing a secret society in which each individual memorizes an author or a
work: some to Cervantes, others to the Bible, others to Shakespeare ...; and so. Each one has a young disciple who passes from
his memory every word written by an immortal author; and when that time comes he will pass it on to another, younger disciple .
Every human being in that secret society is a book and his name as a person is that of the author.
Currently this society is not necessary; the Internet puts in the electronic book all the means in one: the text, the audio, the video,
the communications. Libraries and public or private libraries will no longer have printed books but processors in different m obile
or fixed instruments where each person will have access not to a thousand digital books but to millions.
Burning the books today would mean burning down a whole technology, which is not possible for any human group, however
powerful it may be; Of course, a system can be hacked or infected with a computer virus; but also, there are resources to protect
them that exist or are ingenious. The dictatorial regimes, the enemies of the freedom of thought and of the free communicatio n of
knowledge and ideas, the secular tools, control their peoples with the same technology, as is done in China and Cuba and other
countries with totalitarian governments; but they can not do without it, because it is with the same that make possible the
organization of the means to stay in power, with the communication between their repressive forces whose effectiveness
depends on ICT or Communication and Information Technologies; nor can it exist without the Intendent or Intranet Police State .
So they can not remove their computer and telematic means to citizens, although they block them; then, the opponents and
defenders of freedom with ingenuity will believe their own dissenting communications.
A new technology has emerged in the late twentieth century and early twenty-first that will accelerate in a greater way the arrival
of the World Brain: it is about nanotechnology.
Nanotechnology, as the prefix "nano", small, it says, is the control of matter and energy sub -atomic scale, between 1 to 100
billion meters or "nanometers" and seeks to build all kinds of artifacts at that size , such as quantum computers, nanorobots,
nanomotors, nanoservomechanisms, nanosensors, nanocibernetic communication and control instruments, artificial intelligence
nano-artifacts ... that will have a greater impact on the life of man than did the industrial revolution of the 19th century and those
that have given in the XX; the twenty-first century will be that of nanotechnology.
To give an example of the above, consider quantum computing. Quantum computing is the result of the process of miniaturization
of electronics, thanks to the application of quantum mechanics, which in half a century has led to reduce the storage of a bi t
(binary digit, minimum unit of information, this is 0 or 1 ) from one million electrons to one. The phenomenon of superposition of
states takes place on that scale; so that if a classic computer operates with an 8 -bit memory (called byte) to store a character
(any type of letter, number or special symbol); that is, from 0 to 255 different characters; the quantum by the superposition of
states (called qubyte) has them all at once and is greater in speed than that in an order of 2 raised to 8 higher. This will reduce,
for example, the processes of breaking codes to hours, instead of tens of thousands of years for key numbers greater than 1,000
characters ... To have an idea of the performance achieved by computing from the first electronic computer to the quantum,
Aviation technology would have evolved in the same way, today 100,000 passengers would be transported by air from New York
to Tokyo in one hour. Whoever has a quantum computer can hack the most hegemonic government in the world.
But, its application to the technology of the World Brain is obvious: in a nanotechnological chip the size of a lump of sugar will fit
all the books of the Library Congress of the United States; perhaps the largest in the world, with 36.8 million copies.
Consequently, we have begun a new millennium in which, according to Wells' prophecy, the human race will eve ntually become
humanity; in a world society that would live in freedom, peace and prosperity, with the development of all the potential for the
works of science, art and culture that every human being brings to birth and in today's society it is not possib le to develop fully.
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